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midi; " and adds, "In the tack in which the Duke of York made the signal to bear down into the enemy's line, the blue or rear squadron, under the Earl of Sandwich, became the van, and led the English column; and coming up the first to the enemy, about one o'clock p.m., gallantly broke through his line, near the centre, where Opdam was stationed. The Duke, in the 'Charles/ who followed in the centre of his own column, came into action with that commander about two o'clock; from which time the remainder of the fleet 'fell in pell-mell' with the enemy's lines." l
When Sir William Penn died the king was largely in his debt, and in consideration of this obligation William Penn the Quaker obtained the grant of land in North America, and in the grant the king's obligations to Sir William Penn are set forth, and " the memory and merits of Sir William Penn in divers services, and particularly his conduct, courage and discretion under our dearest brother, James, Duke of York, in that signal battle and victory fought and obtained against the Dutch fleet commanded by the Heer Van Opdam in 1665 " are recorded. It was the intention of William Penn to call his province by the name of "Syl-vania," but Charles II. insisted that it should be styled "Penn-sylvania."2
The Duke of York also surrendered his title to the adjoining territory, now forming the state of Delaware, "out of a special regard to the memory and many faithful and eminent services heretofore performed by the said Sir William Penn to his said majesty and royal highness," August 2ist, i682.8
It is strange that these particulars should so often have been overlooked when the claims of Lord Rodney, Sir Charles Douglas, and Clerk of Eldin4 to the invention of the manoeuvre of breaking the enemy's line has been discussed. At the same time, although Granville Penn makes out a case in favour of Sir William Penn's adoption of the line of battle, he certainly goes too far in asserting
1 " Memorials of Sir William Penn," vol. ii., p. 352.
2 Vol. ii., pp. 359-360. 8 Page 360.
4 The "Essay on Naval Tactics," by John Clerk of Eldin (1728-1812), was privately printed in 1782.erdam only three years after the battle ("Description exacte de tout ce qui s'est pass* dans les guerres," etc.), me following corroborative passage: "Le Comte de Sandwich separa k flotte Hollandoise en deux vers Pi heure dufor our perusal.
